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Prayas calls for disaster

management bill
Says states will have to ensure relief in advance

Times Mews NETWORK

Pune: Fresh from a study of flood-affected
areas of the Konkan region, etwvironment
* and development NGO Prayas has urged
the government to hring a disaster man-
+ agement bill making progressive provi-
slons towards minimising the potential
damage by future natural disasters,

The government can bring the bill dur-
ing the winter session, Subodh Wagle, head
of Prayas’ resources and livelihood unit,
told TNN. He said the Centre had already
taken an initiative in this regard, with
the national-level bill pending before Par-
liament. And over a month ago, the state
had declared to follow suit, he added.

“Normally, governments respond to dis-
asters after they occur, but an enactment
will legally bind states to ensure disaster
mitigation steps in advance,” he said.

Wagle pointed out that Maharashira does
hewve disaster management plans ready for
every district, but they have not been up-
dated nor were accessible (o core groups

like NGOs, who normally extend the first
interface to the people in Limes of disaster

The Prayas team, which studied the
worst-hit aress of Konkan, concluded that
the restoration of agriculbwal lands

» WHAT'S NEEDED
» Restoraion of agricultal land hrough EGS
* Agtivate food supply through PDS mere
effectively :

;Hﬂmﬁlmnmdﬁsmm
could ocour

-mwmmmmmm
disastars

through the Employment Guarantee
Scheme and public support; remedial ac-
tion on sites with potential for fresh land-
slides; and food security were the three
main concerns in the region.

Ram Eowligi, S8achin Waraghade and
Pranjal Dixit were members of the team
that visited the Konkan region.



“Konkan suffers from after-deluge effects

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOVEMBER 29

MEMORIES of the July
deluge and the ensuing
landslides in Konksn may have
started o wane, but according
to a study by city-based NGO
Prayas, the acute threat to food
security may plague the region
if the government ¢oes not
expedite rebuilding. The study
was conducted in Raigad and
Ratnagiri districts,

According 1o the findings,
the livelihood activities-based
on local resources like agricul-
ture, animal husbandry, fish-
ing, wage labour have been se-
verely  affected due to
destruction of natural re-
sources, “Majority of the farm-
ers will not be able 1o sow their

An imandated orop feld in Ronkan

next crop as huge tracts of land
have been damaged. More-
omer, agnicuitural lands have
also affected by landslides,”
says Ramchandra Kowligi, se-
nior research associate of
Prayas. The stady says there
might be severe cases of mal-
nutrition, increased fallback on
taking loans which might ulti-

mately lead to migration of the
local population in search of
velihood,

The State government,
through two Government
Regulations in September and
Oetckrer, had kaunched a com-
gramme of the region by using

the Employment Guarantce
T

Scheme (EGS), But the Prayas
report alleges that the pro-
gramme is yet o be imple-
mented in full scale. “Ar the
current rate, the rebuilding
work will take more than two
yearsand it might be too late by
then,” warns Kowligl.

The report also says the
severity of the disaster has
been magnified for the adiva-
sis, dalits and women. More-
overf, the report says the gov-
emment response to  the
disaster have been grossly in-
adedquate as it does not address
the long-term effects on con-
duct of livelihood activities.

The Prayas report says ex-
cessive rains led o the natural
disaster because of invasive
encroachment for develop-
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